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As predicted, the scaffolding will be us for Christmas and will remain into the New Year. However, 
significant progress has been made over the last month as can be seen from the selection of 
“before” and “after” photographs reproduced below. 
·  A steel beam, needed to support the new spiral staircase, was installed within the turret at 

ground level.  Fabrication of the staircase continues offsite. 
 

·  The new boiler has been installed and was fired up for the first time on Tuesday 15 December.  
It will take some time to adjust fully so that it is balanced to run most efficiently with the existing 
pipes and radiators – some of which probably date from Victorian times.  However our new 
modern gas fired Condensing Boiler, with a low level balanced flue, should enable us to heat 
the church more cheaply and at the same time reduce our carbon footprint. 

 

·  With the scaffolding up the opportunity has been taken to re-point the brickwork and masonry 
near the top of the Tower, especially around the windows and to replace/restore the wooden 
louvers on the outside of the belfry. 

                                                                                   
Restoration of the Weathercock 

 
 

The restoration of the “Lantern” under the Cupola – w here the Clock Bell hangs 
The wire mesh to keep birds/bats out and the bottom rim of the bell which can just be seen under 
the arches. 
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Repairs and re-decoration to the “Hut” under the Cupo la  
Note the new black handrail, installed for health and safety reasons, around the top of the parapet 
wall is required to permit public access. 
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This picture shows work is nearing completion on 
restoring the weathercock; the final colours will be 
black and gold.  The weathercock, last repainted in 
1989, is believed to date from the late 17th century.  An 
entry in the vestry records for 1678–9 suggests it cost 
seven shillings, at the time (or 35 new pence). 
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Restored Access out on to the Parapet Roof from the  Turret Staircase 
The half-height door will provide access from the turret staircase onto the parapet; the roof over the 
top of the stairs will hinge upwards like the tailgate of a hatchback car to provide additional 
headroom.  The new lead flashings are ready to be “topped off” with coping stones.  

 

Restored Western Roof/Parapet Wall 
Note the new lead work; tiling on the inside of parapet wall; coping stones and handrail.  The 
vertical white pole, to the right, is the flagpole.   
 

       

Ground Level from the Doorway from the Porch into t he Turret 
Left: Looking up into the turret where the spiral staircase will be.  Right: Looking up into the 
entrance porch, the west door is to the right. 
 

       

The new Boiler Installation with Modern Low Level B alanced Flue 
The new steel beam, which can be seen under the coil of yellow cable, will support the base of the 
new metal spiral staircase. 
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